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General presentation
The first ESPI Group International Conference, to be held from 19 to 21 October 2022 in Paris, will focus on sustainable real estate. It aims at examining the implications of the profound change of the sector towards sustainability in terms of a responsible
production and management of real estate assets, both from a social and environmental
point of view.
Why sustainable real estate?
Sustainable development, which has prevailed in the public debate for more than a quarter of a century, has led to substantial shifts in the real estate sector in recent years. Things
have accelerated due to the need to address climate-related imperatives, energy transition issues, biodiversity preservation and the reduction of the consumption of buildable
land. The impact of social, economic, and urban planning changes is considerable and
affects all professions in the real estate sector, from developers to asset managers and
sellers, including financial and technical supporting functions. The effects of these changes,
both on the nature and price of property, also raise the question of the social sustainability
of emerging models.
The ESPI Group's involvement in the theme of sustainable real estate is important, both in
its scientific strategy and in its teaching practices. Thus, the ESPI Research in Real Estate
(ESPI2R) laboratory – the research unit of the ESPI Group – wished to focus on this theme
for its first international colloquium in order to show its renewed dynamic of partneroriented research and its growing internationalization.
According to a cross-disciplinary approach, the international conference "Sustainable Real
Estate. Which sustainability, what perspectives?" therefore aspires to show the opportunities and constraints generated by the affirmation of sustainable development in the real
estate sector. It also aims at highlighting all the innovations carried out by its actors.
Organization
This conference whishes to promote an approach that links theory and practice. It brings
together academic researchers as well as companies, associations, local authorities and,
more generally, local and regional players, especially through discussion groups and a
partners' exhibition.
It will take place over two days, on 19 and 20 October, in the form of plenary sessions,
research sessions and poster exhibitions, as well as presentations by professionals and
students to illustrate innovative practices and field applications. On Friday 21 October,
workshops and field trips in and around Paris will be offered, on separate registration, as
an extension of the discussions.

Contact: recherche@groupe-espi.fr

3

presentation

Participation in the conference is free of charge, but registration is required on the website www.colloque-international-groupe-espi.com.

Call for papers
The building and real estate sectors, as well as all the actors linked to them, are
at the heart of fundamental changes in terms of sustainable development and environmental issues.
According to the ESPI Group, real estate is understood as all the assets built or to be built,
both from an architectural and urban planning point of view. "It is to be considered from
the scale of the building, the urban units (the block, the neighborhood), to the city"
(Maleyre et al., 2019) and even to the metropolitan functioning as a whole.
Sustainable real estate, on the other hand, presents itself as an integrated and inclusive
approach to real estate articulating technical, social, environmental, economic, and governance issues (Kaklauskas et al., 2015; Kauko, 2016; Wilkinson et al., 2018; Walker et al.,
2019). Being first a niche market, it has become a mainstream trend in current real estate
practices (Walker & Goubran, 2020) that values corporate social and environmental responsibility (Miller & Pogue, 2018).
The objective of this international conference is therefore to question the notion of
sustainable real estate through its appropriation, its stakes and its actors, but also to
show the opportunities it creates or the obstacles it encounters based on practices
and uses specific to different regions or countries. All the parameters must be examined, whether it be the "location and design of a site, [the] resources and materials
used, [the] consideration of the health, comfort and well-being of the occupants, [the]
capacity to adapt [real estate projects] to ecosystems... [or their] economic sustainability" (Maleyre et al., 2019).
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The real estate sector's transition to sustainability is multifactorial. The resilience of projects to adverse multidimensional contexts (occurrence of natural hazards, recurrence of
extreme weather events, ecological and health crisis, etc.) is fundamental from a sustainability perspective because, effectively, sustainability can only be expressed if the "object"
whose sustainability is hoped for is resilient. In addition, it is crucial to mitigate the impacts
of building on biodiversity and natural resources consumption or to consider the effects of
climate change in construction methods. However, talking about sustainable real estate
production also raises the question of the sustainability of energy sources, as well as that
of raw material supply chains in an uncertain geopolitical context, with a strong internationalization of financial flows in the sector (Barkham & Holberton, 2017; Büdenbender &
Golubchikov, 2017).
Territorial and corporate actors have to cope with changing practices and new types of
buildings, which leads to study, in particular, the increasing flexibility and reversibility
of spaces that are triggered by people’s new residential and professional behaviors
(Bienert, 2013). These functional and behavioral innovations, however, should not
reduce accessibility to markets. The social issue of sustainability is thus to be questioned through several assessment criteria such as governance, citizen participation
and perceived quality of life, collective innovation or the issue of data and knowledge
commons (Dechamp & Pélissier, 2019).
Finally, this conference is an opportunity to compare the changes in real estate and
building under the influence of sustainable development in different countries around
the world, either through documented case studies or through return of operative
experiences.
The four following thematic sessions are conceived as a simple support to reflection. They
must allow the crossing between various disciplines, with contributions coming from economists, lawyers, managers, urban planners, geographers, sociologists or architects. The
expected proposals may be theoretical or empirical and may be based on comparative
approaches at different scales.
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Session 1: questioning the notion of sustainable real estate
The sustainability of real estate is directly associated with the sustainability of the resident
and inhabitant society that it must ensure. This first axis poses an encompassing reflection
on the concept of sustainable real estate, on its emergence (Goubran et al., 2019) and on
its meaning, often focused to the energy and material input alone (Warren-Myers, 2012)
or to the greening of projects (Nappi-Choulet & Labussière, 2015; Angelo, 2019).
Yet, sustainability also fundamentally questions the notion of property as an international
and national right as well as a complex social fact (Evans, 2008; Rogers, 2016). The challenges of sustainability require us to reflect on the necessary changes in terms of accessibility
and use of land (Meehan, 2014; Boisnier, 2015), but also in terms of spatial planning. The
fight against land artificialization is another facet of sustainable real estate, capable of
making the production of the built environment coexist with the maintenance of agricultural and natural land (SfEP, 2016; Fosse et al., 2019; Bueno-Suárez & Coq-Huelva, 2020).
In a transversal way, the development of sustainable real estate is above all an opportunity
to see innovation express in all its forms (social, managerial, open, technological, green,
etc.), while the risks of contradiction between ecological and social objectives remain
constantly in mind (Haase et al., 2017; Du & Zhang, 2020).
• What does sustainable real estate represent and how did it emerge?
• What relationships between vulnerability, sustainability, and resilience?
• Which innovations are inherent to the notion of sustainable real estate, including in the
field of property rights and access to land?
• Which societal dimensions are associated with sustainable real estate?

Session 2: towards a green and inclusive real estate economy: utopia or reality?
The economic and financial changes brought about by the emergence and strengthening of
sustainable real estate at global level are considerable (Sutter, 2009). The rise of a green
and solidarity-based finance now extends to real estate investments (Geiger et al., 2016;
Wright, 2017; Usai, 2018). The construction industry’s business models take into account
the development of the circular economy, the question of carbon costs, and the notion of
building life cycles, which is gradually inducing new ways of building, managing, and deconstructing for companies in the sector (Ploeger et al., 2019; Peirani & Cochard, 2021). As a
result, property prices are beginning to incorporate the environmental value of buildings
(Aroul & Rodriguez, 2017; Mironiuc et al., 2021).

• How does the sustainable real estate economy materialize, and what are the financing
modalities that foster its development?
• Is the "green value" of buildings significant? Does it go beyond energy efficiency
alone?
• To what extent is the circular economy integrated into sustainable real estate
projects?
• What financial tools can support access to environmentally efficient buildings?
• What are the economic conditions for maintaining the sustainability of a real estate project
during its operation?
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Accordingly, all those reflections on investment choices, on financing methods, or the
economic outputs of the construction and the maintenance of green and sustainable
buildings require the real estate sector to confront theory with diverse practices. In
any case, these economic analyses must also address the question of entry costs for
households (Boyack, 2018). Feedbacks detailing the financial modalities of access to
environmentally efficient buildings are thus also necessary.

Session 3: governance and actors of sustainable real estate
Sustainable real estate implies a convergence between economic, environmental and
social dimensions. Therefore, the modes of governance used to maintain the balance
between public and private actors, associations and other parties are the cornerstones of
this session, including from an international and geopolitical perspective. However, there
are still many systemic obstacles (Reed & Wilkinson, 2007; Galuppo & Tu, 2010; Turner,
2017; Christensen et al., 2021) that hinder this goal: indeed, the stakeholders involved in
the governance of a project are heterogeneous, and each one assumes a role inherent to
his or her function or to a desired legitimacy.
The incentive or normative dimension of public policies must therefore be questioned
(Christensen & Gabe, 2019), as well as the effect of public-private partnerships (Koppenjan &
Enserink, 2009; Taburet, 2012). Finally, in the face of the risk of overly technical approaches
to sustainability (Milanesi & Teresi, 2016), the importance of citizen participation in the very
design of a sustainable real estate project (Itçaina & Richez-Battesti, 2017; Smits, 2020; Fragny & Zadra-Veil, 2022), should also be emphasized, both as a method and as an obligation,
whether it be a mere compulsory consultation or a genuine co-construction.
•
•
•
•

How does sustainable real estate lead to a new mode of governance?
Who are the main and/or new actors?
Which forms does citizen participation take in sustainable real estate projects?
What are the strategies of local public authorities to face the challenge of building
sustainability?

Session 4: real estate and environment at city, neighborhood
and building levels
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Taking environmental protection into account in the construction process, from the
design to the use of buildings, is a key element in the transformation of the sector.
Eco-design (Brodhag, 2014), bio-sourced materials, or the vegetation and greening of
buildings are increasing, whether for new constructions or renovations. The attention
paid to the recovery of wastelands (Rey & Lufkin, 2015; Arab & Miot, 2020) and the
requalification of old buildings (Lai & Lorne, 2019; Liu et al., 2020) is another direct
result of sustainability.
At another scale, the sustainable city represents a concept in itself but also an objective of
public policies, either at urban or at regional level (Theys, 2002; Ingallina, 2018). The resilient city (Toubin et al., 2012; Thomas & Da Cunha, 2017), which knows how to adapt to the
needs of its inhabitants in terms of temperature, transportation, air quality, and food, has
become a key figure in thinking about sustainable real estate against the background of
health issues (Pike, 2020) and climate change (Krosinsky, 2019; Msomi & Olarewaju, 2021)
imperatives. Furthermore, from a legal perspective, recent developments in urban planning law strongly influence the sustainable city (Auby, 2016; Schellenberger, 2014) and
the control of urban sprawl (Ehrlich et al., 2018).
Between the building and the city, thinking about sustainability also questions the intermediate level of the neighborhood and its specific functioning through the search for new
proximities (Moreno et al., 2021) and short supply chains (Barles, 2010). The emergence
of new forms of housing such as grouped housing, or shared housing, is particularly evident
in recent years. There is also talk of hybrid real estate, of functional mixes where several
uses (housing, offices, services, coworking, etc.) are grouped together in the same building. All of these initiatives are characteristic of the changes that are taking place in sustainable real estate, even if the social issue of "sustainable housing" remains a point of debate
(Boissonade et al., 2016) and the tension between densification and greening of the city,
once again, remains strong.
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• What issues are specific to each scale of analysis of sustainable real estate?
• Which factors and territorial contexts can facilitate or constrain sustainable real
estate?
• What is a sustainable building, both in its design and its uses?
• How can real estate actors contribute to a sustainable territorial operation?

Schedule and conditions of contribution
After a first call for papers in face-to-face mode, a second call is open for distance contributions.
Contributions in French, English and Spanish are accepted. They may take the form of an
oral communication or a scientific poster (to be specified in the submission).
Proposals for contributions must specify the title, the axis in which they fit and three to
five key words. They should summarize the objective of the proposal and the central ideas
of the argument. They should not exceed 5,000 characters, excluding the bibliography (a
maximum of 10 references is expected).
They must be accompanied by a short biography of the author specifying his or her current position as well as his or her research themes or professional activity.
They must be submitted before July 10 on the conference website and at recherche@
groupe-espi.fr.
For security reasons, in case of technical problems, accepted contributions must be video
recorded and sent before October 1st to recherche@groupe-espi.fr. Contributors who
wish to participate on site can also contact us at this email.
Accepted papers may be published. In this case, the complete proposals will be expected
by September 15, 2022.

Ecocampus Provence: view of the south side.
© Lisa Ricciotti. Green Solutions Awards 2020-2021, National level:
Grand Prize for Sustainable Construction & Student Grand Prize;
International level: Grand Prize for Sustainable Construction.
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